
The Prez Sez 

 

It is time for the Dakota Woodturners Holiday Party on January 

8, 2011, at the Bismarck Eagles.  Look for additional details on 

the party location and times in other sections of this newsletter.  

Also in this newsletter, look for details on the “Bring One Get 

One” gift exchange.  In addition to the gift exchange and other 

normal party activities, we will have the voting selection process 

for the item the Dakota Woodturners will be entering into 

AAW’s 25th Anniversary Traveling Gallery.  Please bring one of 

your best turning to enter into the contest.  As a reminder, the item must fit in an 8” X 8” X 8” 

box. 

With our holiday party upon us it means another year has passed and 2011 is now here and it is 

time to reflect and time to look ahead.  The Dakota Woodturners lost one of our greats with the 

passing of Duncan Warren in 2010.  Duncan is truly missed; however, his inspiration, dedication 

and love of woodturning will be forever embraced and live on in the Dakota Woodturners or-

ganization. 

An example of Duncan’s mark on the Dakota Woodturners is the continuation of our Spring 

Hands-on Symposium. The 2010 Symposium was no exception to our history of successful sym-

posiums and with a very impressive line-up of demonstrators (Rex Burningham, Cindy Drozda 

and Stuart Batty) it definitely hit the mark as great learning opportunity for our membership.  

Looking forward, our 2011 Spring Hands-on Symposium will incorporate the learning from the 

years past and with this year’s cast of demonstrators it will again provide a great opportunity to 

learn from some of the best in the world of woodturning. 

As states earlier, the American Association of Woodturners (AAW) will be celebrating its 25th 

Anniversary.  This year’s AAW Symposium will be very special and fortunately it will be held 
(Continued on page 3) 
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pany the piece chosen to be sent to St. Paul.  It was 

agreed that the Club pay for that. 

2011 AAW Chapter Challenge.  Discussion on our display, 

which will be a wine bottle with assorted bottle stoppers 

attached.  Pat Schweitzer will turn the bottle.  Bottle 

stopper will be an upcoming demonstration. 

A motion was made for the Club to buy 100 stopper bot-

toms to be used by members to turn the bottle stopper.  

Gary Pullet made the motion, Alice Berning seconded.  

Motion passed by voice vote. 

Coop Order:  Larry Zubke has agreed to be in charge of 

the order.  The order form will be ready in January.  Turn 

in your order at the February meeting.  Orders should be 

picked up at the March meeting. 

Spring Symposium:  Some discussion on the symposium.  

It is April 8, 9 & 10. 

Mandan Band Donation:  The Mandan Band Association 

would like the Club to participate in their auction as in 

years before.  Members can donate a turning to them so 

it can be auctioned.  Proceeds of the auction go towards 

costs in operating the band. 

President Day asked for a volunteer to write the AAW 

grant.  Gary Nagel volunteered. 

Kris Roberts brought up that if Club members are inter-

ested in renting a bus to go to the AAW National Sympo-

sium, that decision needs to be done in January.  More 

information at the January meeting. 

With no other business meeting adjourned. 

 

Show and Tell: 

Kris Roberts brought a large bowl that was almost a hol-

low turning.  It had quite a bit of depth to it.  It had a nice 

tan color. 

Gary Nagel brought a cedar plank that had 5 holes cut 

into it to hold small glasses.  The glasses were used to 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Meeting called to order by President Ron Day.  There were 17 

members present. 

There were no visitors. 

President Day asked for a motion to approve the minutes of 

the November meeting.  Motion made by Ron Torgeson and 

seconded by Gary Nagel.  Motion passed by voice vote. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Larry Nelson reported on the checking 

account balance.  Larry requested that anyone who has not 

paid their dues to please do so as soon as possible. 

Election of new Executive Board Members. 

President Ron Day reported that the nomination committee 

came up with 3 names to fill the offices of Secretary, Treas-

urer, and Member at Large. 

The following were nominated: 

Dolly Erickson for Secretary, 

Larry Zubke for Treasurer 

Jim Helbling for Member at Large 

President Day asked for nominations from the floor.  Being 

none he closed the nominations.  He then asked of a motion 

to have a unanimous vote for the three candidates.  Kris Rob-

erts made the motion and it was seconded by Ron Torgeson.  

Motion passed.  A voice was taken and all voted in favor of 

the three candidates. 

President Day reported on the Club’s demonstration at ACME 

tool.  He thanked all those who helped out that day. 

Club Christmas Party January 8, 2011.  Reminder that there 

will be a gift exchange.  You and/or your spouse bring one gift, 

and you will receive a gift.  Although not necessary it should 

be stressed that the gift be of some craft possibly made by 

the giver.  Social hour at 5:30, dinner at 6pm.  Members can 

pay at the door or at the regular meeting that morning. 

Voting for the turning that will be sent to the AAW 25th Anni-

versary Project will be held during the party.  All people at-

tending the party (members and guests) will be eligible to 

vote.  If you turned piece has your name on it, please tape it 

over so it does not influence the vote.  A $40 fee must accom-
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sample various types of beer.  He also had some Christmas 

ornament iscles that were made from zebra wood. 

Larry Zubke brought some pictures of a row of cabinets and 

cupboards that he made for his home.  Very well done.  

 

Ken Ness, 
Secretary 

(Meeting Minutes—Continued from page 2) Dakota Woodturners 
Executive Board Meeting Minutes 
December 14, 2010 
 

President Day called the meeting to order at 7pm at the Dakota 

Farms Restaurant in Mandan. 

Members present:  Larry Zubke, Larry Nelson, Dennis Schwind, Ron 

Day, Weldee Baetsch, and Ken Ness. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Larry Nelson presented the Treasurer’s report. 

Discussion on the upcoming monthly demonstrations:  January will 

be bottle stoppers by Pat Schweitzer; February will be Screw Driver 

handles by Duey Marthaller.  Will be looking for a March demon-

stration later. 

January 8th, 2011 Club Christmas Party.  A gift exchange will take 

place where people who bring a gift will receive a gift.  Although not 

necessary, it would be preferred that the gift be of some hand-

crafted item. 

Spring Symposium:  Committees to work on the symposium will be 

put together at the January meeting. 

Library purchases:  Duey Marthaller is checking on potential pur-

chases. 

AAW 25th Anniversary Symposium bus:  Kris Roberts is looking into 

the potential to rent a bus.  After some discussion it was a consen-

sus that the Club should not sponsor the bus trip.  It was felt that 

there was too many variables that could present themselves that 

would leave the Club liable for some of the costs. 

Wood donation:  The Duncan Warren family has donated some 

wood to the Club.  The family would like to have a receipt from the 

Club showing the donation.  After some discussion, it was deter-

mined that a receipt would be granted however, it was unknown 

how what the value would be.  A value determination would be 

sought. 

Co-op Order:  Instructions for the coop order will appear in the 

upcoming newsletter. 

Board acknowledges the election of the following members: 
Larry Zubke for Treasurer 
Jim Helbling for Member at Large 
Dolly Erickson for Secretary. 
New officers take effect January 1, 2011. 
No other business the Board adjourned.  
 
Ken Ness,  
Secretary 

nearly in our own backyard, St. Paul, MN.  The Annual 

AAW Symposium is a great opportunity to see the best of 

the best Woodturners in the world.  The symposium’s fea-

tured instant gallery is great opportunity to see turnings of 

the attendees, which in-of-itself is a true spectacle of inspi-

ration and new idea generation event.  I hope we have as 

many of the Dakota Woodturners attend as possible, as I 

know we will all bring back own individual ideas of what is 

possible on the lathe and new ideas to inject into to the 

Dakota Woodturners. 

Also associated with the AAW Symposium, is the annual 

AAW club challenge, which is showcased at the symposium 

each year.  This year the Dakota Woodturners will be com-

pleting a wine stopper project to be entered.  The details 

of the project are summarized in this newsletter and at the 

January meeting we will complete a wine stopper demo. 

Looking ahead, 2011 appears to be a year full of activities 
and opportunities for the Dakota Woodturners and I look 
forward to sharing those activities with each of you.  So 
with that, I hope your Holidays were filled with fun, family 
and maybe a little turning and as always “Keep the Chips 
and Ribbons Flying”.  “Happy Holidays” 

Ron Day,  
President 

(Prez Sez Continued from page 1) 



With the annual Dakota 
Woodturners spring 2011 
Symposium scheduled for 
April 8-9-10, 2011 fast ap-
proaching we will try to intro-
duce each of the demonstra-
tors.    

John Benton is the current 
President of the Charlotte 
Woodturners Club and spe-
cializes in embellishments 
and texturing of turned ob-
jects.  The following informa-
tion was taken fromhis web 
site is at— 

http:www.woodturningbyjohn.
com/. 

John writes on his web site: 

“Using wood as a medium in 
my art has always intrigued 
me.  In my travels I have al-
ways been drawn to the 
shops, museums and galler-
ies that offered turned and 
carved wood pieces.  I was 
inspired by the beauty of the 
wood, the grains, and the 
shaped and forms you could 
create from a thing of nature 
hat already gives us so much 
in its living state. 

It started with the purchase 

of a wood lathe and learning 
the skill to be able to turn an 
object.  Once I mastered the 
skills to turn I began the craft 
stage and focused on the art 
by incorporating form, texture 
and surface embellishments 
to my work.”  

John has studied under a 
number of woodturners, 
learning the importance of 
shape, form and the balance 
of the grain in wood.  John 
has developed his skill at 
surface embellishments 
working with Binh Pho who is 
noted for his expertise in 
piercing and surface embel-
lishments.  John’s work is 
represented in a number of 
galleries and he is a member 
of the Charlotte (NC) Wood-
turning Club, the AAW and 
the Carolina Mountain Wood-
turners. 

John will bring us a new pro-
spective on woodturning and  
embellishment of turned 
pieces.  To learn more about 
John and his work visit his 
web site. 

 

COOP ORDER 

Start saving your money and browsing the tool catalog.  The Chapter is planning a tool order that will be 

submitted after the February 2011 meeting.  
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Project By  

John  

Benton 

AAW Club Challenge 

The Dakota Woodturners have voted to submit a 

project for the AAW Symposium this summer.  The 

project will be a large turned wine bottle, which 

Pat Schweitzer will turn, with bottle stoppers at-

tached to the bottle.  Members are requested to 

turn and submit bottle stoppers for the project.  

The demonstration at the January meeting will be 

on turning bottle stoppers so you can get some 

inspiration on turning yours for the project.    

THANK YOU 

Thanks to the Duncan Warren family who have donated some of Duncan’s stash of wood to the DWT’s.  The 

wood will be available for sale to members after the January meeting at Pat Schweitzer’s shop. 



E L E C T I O N 

Congratulations to the new members of the Board of Directors, Dolly Erickson, 

Secretary, Larry Zubke, Treasurer and Jim Helbling member at large.  Also a big 

Thank You for agreeing to serve the Dakota Woodturners to provide the leader-

ship and direction of the club in the next couple of years.  Your participation 

keeps the Chapter moving forward and your insight will provide a fresh prospec-

tive on the direction the DWT will take in the future. 

Christmas Party 

After our January meeting we will again have our annual Christmas Party 
at the Bismarck Eagles Club starting with a social hour at 5:30 with din-
ner served 6:30-6:45 pm.  As in past years there will be a bring-one-get-
one gift exchange, one gift per person.  Any item is acceptable however, 
suggestions for gifts are craft items, wood turned items or items related 
to woodturning as many members like to collect items from other mem-
bers of the club.    Also if you have a gift intended for a man or women 
please make a note of that on the gift.  We still have not learned if Faye 
has used the woodworking clamps she received last year.  Please try to 
attend and enjoy an evening with your fellow woodturners, spouses and 
guests.  It has always been a very enjoyable time with good food and fel-
lowship with fellow members and spouses.  Please RSVP to Dennis 
Schwind or Ron Day if you plan to attend so we can provide the Eagles 
with a count for the food preparation.  

2011 Memberships are being accepted as our year officially starts on January 1st.  A sheet 

is available with your mailing label attached.  You will not have to complete a new applica-

tion, just review the information and make any address corrections or additions.  Please 

provide email addresses if available, we can email your newsletter and save the chapter 

some printing and mailing costs and you will get the newsletter a couple of days ahead of 

the mailed copies.  Contact Larry Nelson or Dennis Schwind for membership renewals or 

you can send your renewal to the PO box listed on page one of the newsletter.  If you know 

of any member not receiving the newsletter please let me know. 

M e m b e r s h i p  
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Formally she is addressed as 

Jeanette Erickson; to her friends 

she is known simply as “Dolly”.  Her 

life work experiences have been 

many and varied.  She has been an 

elementary school teacher, Sunday 

School teacher, member of her 

church council, manager of a sta-

tionary store and retail manager of 

an art and print shop business. 

Dolly, recently elected to be our 

club’s secretary, is nearing her third 

year as a DWT member.  Items she 

prefers to turn are bottle stoppers 

and vases.  She finds Box Elder and 

Russian Olive woods best with 

which to work. 

Now retired, she has several hob-

bies to help keep her occupied.  

Bowling, sewing, scrap booking and 

gardening  add to her wood turning 

interest. 

Dolly and her husband Alan have 

four daughters, nine grandchildren 

and two step-grandchildren. 

 

Norbert Berning 
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The Prez Sez 

Wow, the New Year is in full swing and I’m all ready behind schedule.  We are in full planning process for the 

Dakota Woodturners Spring Hands-on Symposium and I’m sure several of the members will be looking for 

help on various committees.  The biggest item to get completed for the symposium is getting the folks signed

-up, the brochure will be available the Dakota Woodturners web site in February and copies will be available 

at the February meeting.  Please sign-up early to ensure your spot, as the symposium registration will be 

open to other area AAW clubs. 

Don’t forget your CO-OP orders.  At the February meeting, we will be 

collecting the order forms for the club CO-OP order.  If paying by check, 

please make the check payable to Larry Zubke.  I will have blank order 

forms at the meeting and you can also print an order form from the Da-

kota Woodturners’ web-site.  If you have a Craft Supplies catalog handy, 

please bring it to the February meeting for others to look at, as some of 

our new members may not have a catalog or have questions what is the 

right item to purchase. 

Just a reminder; the Mandan Band Boosters donations are coming due.  If 

you would like to donate an item to the Mandan Band please get in touch with me at the February meeting 

for a donation form.  I will be happy to help you fill out the form.  The actual donated items will be due at the 

March meeting. 

Now is the time to get your registration completed for the AAW 25th Anniversary National Symposium.  The 

annual AAW National Symposium will be in St Paul, MN and is most likely the closest location it will be held 

for many years to come.  The AAW symposium is a great opportunity to see the world’s best Woodturners, to 

view the amazing turnings of other AAW chapter members and to have an opportunity to talk to the suppliers 

of the latest and greatest turning tools and supplies.  The AAW Symposium is a great learning experience and 

just an all around fun time.  I hope we have a nice contingent taking advantage of this opportunity as I know 

it will benefit our club as we all will bring back new ideas to share with the membership. 

At the February meeting, Duey Marthaller will be demonstrating turning and assembly of screwdriver han-

dles.  This project will add a bit of class to anyone’s shop and they make great gifts for family and friends.  I 

hope you can make the meeting and I hope Mother Nature turns up the thermostat just a little in the mean-

time. 

As always, “Keep the Chips and Ribbons Flying” and do it safely.  

Ron Day, President 

S P E C I A L  
D A T E S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

x February 12, 2011 — 
9 AM Regular meeting 
at BSC  

x February 15, 2010  - 
E-Board Meeting 7:00 
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Mandan, ND 

x March 12, 2011—9 
AM Regular meeting 
at BSC  

x March 15, 2010  - E-
Board Meeting 7:00 
pm Dakota Farm 
Mandan, ND 

x April 8-9-10, 2011—
Hands-On Woodturn-
ing Symposium—BSC 
Campus, Bismarck, 
ND 
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the April Hands-on Symposium.  Approximately 25 raised 
their hands. It was noted we should try to recruit more so 
as to have at least 10 for each demonstrator. 

Pat Schweitzer welcomed who ever was interested to 
come to his shop to pick up wood. 

Tip of the Month:  Ralph Feland showed the Pro-Sheild 
and explained the advantages of using such.  Duey Mar-
thaller and Ron Day added their comments . 

Show and Tell: 

Duey Marthaller  brought 2 screwdrivers with handles 
made of hickory and olive.  He also showed a large maple 
burl bowl. 

Rick Drown brought slim line bullet pens he had made. 

Sam Fears brought a beautiful large hollow form he had 
created from black ash. 

Ralph Feland brought a gavel made of red blood and also 
laminated material.  He also brought jewelry made from 
red and orange maple purchased from Craft Supplies. 

Alan Erickson gave tips on drilling on the lathe that he 
had learned from experience. 

Spud brought the steady rest he had built. 

Bryce Hill brought an ice cream scoop with a handle 
made of hickory and mini forks. 

Bob Folske brought a bowl made from burr oak and a 
jewelry box made from poplar.  When the top was taken 
off, the ring on the bottom could be worn as a bracelet. 

Earl Setterlund brought several bottle stoppers of several 
different designs. 

Kris Roberts  brought a display of a many ornaments.  
These had all been hand painted by Alice Berning. 

Pat Schweitzer brought the wine bottle he had made 
which was filled with wine bottle stoppers.  This to repre-
sent the project we would commit to for the AAW sym-
posium. 

Pat Schweitzer presented the demonstration of turning 
bottle stoppers. Very well done with lots of good hints 
for all on finishes that could be applied. 

 

Dolly Erickson, 
Secretary 

P a g e  2  

Meeting was called to order President Ron Day.  There were 
34 members present. 

Guest Douglas Halvorson from Bismarck was introduced. 

President Day asked for approval of the minutes of the De-
cember meeting. Motion was made by Bryce Hill and sec-
onded by Alan Erickson.  Motion was passed by voice vote. 

Treasurer’s Report: Larry Zubke presented the Treasurer’s 
report noting all bills are paid. 

Newly elected E-Board officers were introduced: Dolly Erick-
son as Secretary, Larry Zubke as Treasurer.  Jim Helbling was 
absent.  Next meeting January 11, 2010. 

President Day gave a reminder of the Holiday Party to be held 
that evening at the Eagle’s.  Bring a gift for the gift exchange if 
you want to take part.  Also noted was to bring the article that 
you would want to submit for the AAW 25th Anniversary Pro-
ject. 

Discussion was held on the AAW National Symposium to be 
held in June.  At this time it doesn’t look like a bus will be go-
ing.  It was noted that if you were going, hotel reservations 
should be made ASAP.  People could possibly look into car-
pooling. 

We will be doing the wine bottle with stoppers.  Ron passed 
out the stoppers to be used. 

Placing of the CO-OP order from Craft Supplies was discussed.  
It will be due in February.  Larry Zubke handed out order 
blanks. 

Discussion was held on the fact that Craft Supplies was re-
questing a list of member’s names and addresses.  Bryce Hill 
made a motion to approve.  Second was made by Alan Erick-
son with the note to be made that the list could not be sold.  
Discussion followed and it was noted that if someone did not 
want their name submitted, they should notify either Ron Day 
or Dolly Erickson. Motion was approved with one vote oppos-
ing. 

Ron said a separate article could be put in the newsletter to 
this effect. 

President Day presented a box of pens and mandrels that 
were left and not used for Upward Bound.  These were for 
sale. 

Forms were handed out for those interested in making dona-
tions for the Mandan Band.  These are due back at the Febru-
ary Meeting. 

Ron Day took a rough count of those interested in attending 
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Dakota Woodturners 
Executive Board Meeting Minutes 
January 11, 2011 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7pm at the Dakota 
Farms Restaurant in Mandan. 

Present were Ron Day, Dolly and Alan Erickson, Larry Zubke, 
Dennis Schwind, Greg Pollert and Weldee Baetsch. 

Treasures report given by Larry Zubke.  A balance of 
$7109.74 was reported.  All bills have been paid.  There are 
51 active paid members. 

Reports from several were that the Holiday Party had been 
a great success with gift exchange having good feedback.  
Thirty-two had attended.  Thanks given to Ron for a job well 
done. 

It was noted that Ron needed a picture of the entry to sub-
mit to the AAW (his vase). Dennis said he would bring his 
camera setup to the next meeting.  It was noted that we 
should encourage people to attend as it won’t be this close 
again for years to come. 

Noted that Co-op order is due at the February meeting. 

February meeting will feature a demo by Duey on screw-
driver handles. 

March meeting will feature a small bowl.  These can be 
brought to the April Symposium so as they can be deco-
rated by the featured wood burning demo’s. 

Committees were assigned for the April Symposium: 

Duey Marthaller to be in charge of the silent auction. 

Weldee Baetsch to be in charge of coordinating rooms. 

Dennis Schwind to be in charge of the flyer/registration 
form. 

Dennis to be in charge of Saturday evening meal. 

Ron stated he had the gifts (glass tumblers) and Alice will 
do the ND painting on them. 

Greg Pollert to be in charge of securing venders.  Alan 
Erickson offered to talk to Jim at Tools R Us. 

Several have offered to furnish housing (Ron Day, Pat 
Schweitzer, Alan & Dolly Erickson, Dennis Schwind and 
Duey Marthaller). 

Kris Roberts to be in charge of audio. 

Duey to be in charge of cameras. 

Diane Roberts to be in charge of the Instant Gallery. 

Alan Erickson to be in charge of set-up. 

Ken Ness to be in charge of clean-up. 

Mandan Band Donation form to be in at February meeting.  
The item donated is due March 12th. 

Noted that Gary Nagel had submitted  grant info. 

A deadline is needed for the bottle stopper project.  This is 
to be set at the February meeting.  May was suggested as 
a deadline. 

Discussion was held on making new members feel more 
welcome.  Holding classes was discussed so as to get them 
more involved. 

Dennis Schwind presented an email on issues between 
Fargo and Minnesota clubs.  He addressed sharing costs 
etc on bringing in specific turners in the fall of 2012.  Dis-
cussion followed.  It was decided it should be brought be-
fore the membership at the next meeting after more de-
tails were in place and a vote should be taken. 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

Dolly Erickson, 
Secretary 

February Demonstration �± Combination Screwdriver 
 

The first topic will be a discussion on selecting, proc-
essing, and drying small logs.  Alan Lacer wrote an 
�D�U�W�L�F�O�H���R�Q���W�K�L�V���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���L�Q���³�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���:�R�R�G�W�X�U�Q�H�U�´���D�Q�G��
marketed a kit to build them.  The cost of the kit was 
about $10 without the wood but did include a nice 
brass cap and ferrule for the ends.  Discount kits are 
now available. 
 
This demonstration will use an inexpensive purchased 
combination screwdriver that is disassembled.  A local 
wood will be used and the brass ferrule will be from a 
purchased piece of brass pipe.  Kits, including wood, 
will be available for purchase at cost. 
 
Duey Marthaller 
Featured Demonstrator 



With the annual Dakota 
Woodturners spring 2011 
Symposium scheduled for 
April 8-9-10, 2011 fast ap-
proaching we will introduce 
each of the demonstrators 
with a brief biography.    

Mark St. Ledger  -   As with 
many of us Mark was first 
exposed to the lathe in 
school woodshop class.  He 
worked with his dad who is a 
cabinet maker/turner since 
he was a young boy.  Mark is 
an accomplished cabinet-
maker as well as a turner. 

Originally from Pennsylvania 
Mark now lives in SW Virginia  
where he teaches high 
school students carpentry, 
cabinetmaking, carving and 
woodturning. 

Mark has been turning for 
twenty years and is a honor-
ary lifetime member of the 
Blue Ridge Woodturners club 
in Virginia where he has 
served as president, vice 
president and activities coor-
dinator.  He is also a member 
of the AAW and has served 
on the AAW Board of Direc-
tors. 

As an active demonstrator/
faculty member at various 
craft schools and a demon-
strator at regional and na-
tional symposiums, Mark is 
known for his humor and 
teaching techniques for vari-
ous age and skill levels.  With 
his broad experience with 
clubs and woodturners 
through out the world he has 
a wealth of information to 
share with woodturners who 
share his enthusiasm for the 
craft.   

Mark has had work shown in 
various venues and has a 
number of pieces in private 
collections.es 

Mark’s appearance at our 
symposium promises to pro-
vide great instruction and 
some new prospective on 
woodturning. 

Additional information includ-
ing articles Mark has had 
published and turning project 
handouts can be found on 
Mark’s web site at the link 
below.  This is a great web 
site. 

http://www.markstleger.com/   

COOP ORDER 

The Chapter will be placing a tool order with Craft Supplies right after the February meeting.  Larry Zubke will 

be heading up the order.  Please have your order complete with the part number, description and page num-

ber of the items ordered.  Also enter your contact information in case there are any questions and so Larry 

can contact you once the order arrives.  Also calculate the cost and make your payment directly to Larry.  Any 

additional Order forms can be found on the web site.    
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“Struttin” Project  turned for a chapter challenge 

By  

Mark St. Ledger 

AAW Club Challenge 

The Dakota Woodturners have voted to submit a 

project for the AAW Symposium this summer.  The 

project will be a large turned wine bottle, which 

Pat Schweitzer will turn, with bottle stoppers at-

tached to the bottle.  Members are requested to 

turn and submit bottle stoppers for the project.  

The demonstration at the January meeting will be 

on turning bottle stoppers so you can get some 

inspiration on turning yours for the project.    



January 2011 

Hi y’all!!   Greetings from cool Texas. 

 

On January 8th I attended a meeting of the Brazos Valley Wood Turners in Waco, 

Texas.  The meeting was held at the Texas State Technical Center, a nice facility.  I 

was invited to the meeting by James Norton past president.  The club was organ-

ized in October 2004 and has around 40 plus members which includes several 

women.  The newly elected president is Tom Dean.  The chatter prior to the meet-

ing was much like at our meetings. 

 

The featured turner that day was Bill Meador who demonstrated turning several 

candle holders, reminding us that Christmas was only 350 days away.  He used gui-

tar strings to burn in lines and dye to embellish the turnings.  He stated that we 

should use tea lights rather than votive candles as they burn hotter than tea lights.  

Most of his tools were without handles, which cuts down on the bulk that we haul 

around.  He demonstrated the use of the Easy Wood roughing gouge that has a 

special carbide cutter on the end.  It worked great.  I’ll practice over the summer 

and demonstrate a couple of the candle holders at a future meeting. 

 

The club web site has a number of interesting features.  Take a look the address is 

— http://www.bvwt.org 

 

See y’all in the spring.   

Ron Torgeson  

SNOW BIRD NEWS 

2011 Memberships are being accepted as our year officially starts on January 1st.  Fifty 

members have renewed their memberships.  Nineteen 2010 members and eight 2009 

members remain to renew there memberships.  Please provide updated addresses, phone 

numbers and email addresses so we can email your newsletter and save the chapter some 

printing and mailing costs.  E-Mail subscribers will get the newsletter a couple of days 

ahead of the mailed copies.  Contact Larry Zubke or Dennis Schwind for membership re-

newals or you can send your renewal to the PO box listed on page one of the newsletter.  If 

you know of any member not receiving the newsletter please let me know.   

M e m b e r s h i p  
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Alan Erickson, husband of Dolly featured in 

last month’s newsletter, shares with his 

wife an avid attraction to woodturning.  

They became members of the DWT’s simul-

taneously and thus have enjoyed a mutual 

maturation in turning. 

Alan was a land surveyor for forty-four 

years.  As retirement neared, he and Dolly 

examined a variety of post-employment 

activities to fill the vacuum of not having to 

report daily to work.  Invited by a friend to 

attend a DWT monthly meeting captured 

their interest and soon they were enjoying 

a retirement occupation.  Alan’s previous 

woodworking experience was limited to 

making small side tables and cabinets.  That 

along with fishing and hunting represented 

his hobbies. 

Through the years Alan has been involved 

in civic activities related to the American 

Legion especially Open Your Heart and the 

Legion Color Guard as well as serving on 

the Ethics Committee for the North Dakota 

Land Surveyor Association. 

Types of wood Erickson turns are Padauk, 

Apple and most North Dakota tree species.  

He features bird houses, small boxes and 

pens.  And, he says, he enjoys sharpening 

Dolly’s turning tools. 

Alan and Dolly have four daughters, nine 

grand children and two step-grandchildren. 

Norbert Berning 



PO Box 243 
Bismarck, ND  58502 

FOR SALE/WANTED 

 
Delta Shopmaster 10-inch compound miter saw.  
Excellent condition.  $60.00 
 
Delta Scroll Saw �± 16-inch, 2-speed, Model 40-560.  
Good condition.  $60.00 
 

Contact:  Duey Marthaller 400-2462  
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